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PRAIRIE SPIRIT RESPONDS TO COVID-19 

 

On January 7, 2022, the Oversight Council decided by consensus to close our building to 

all but essential activities between January 10th and 31st, 2022.   

 

With the surging case counts in Manitoba as well as the number of our own people who have 

tested positive, the Oversight Council and Reverend McIlveen believe that this is the wisest 

decision.  The closure will be reassessed at the Oversight Council meeting on January 25, 2022 

and may be lifted or extended based on conditions at that time. 

 

What does this mean for our congregation? 

1. Sunday services will be taped from home and one person will access the building to upload it 

to our YouTube channel. 

2. Reverend McIlveen will be available by phone or email. 

3. The office will be closed to all visitors if the Office Administrator is at work.  

4. Communication with the Office Administrator will be by phone or email.  

5. Mail may be dropped off in the secure mailbox located at ground level by the south door. 

6. Entry to the church for essential activities will be through the south door using the access code.  

The only exception will be Food Bank clients. 

7. Property will check the building regularly as per insurance requirements. 

8. For people entering the building on essential business, signing in, the use of hand sanitizer and 

social distancing is still mandated. 

9. Double masking or the use of KN95 masks is encouraged upon entry to the building. 

10. The Portage Avenue Food Bank will operate on January 14th and 28th with enhanced 

protocols. 

11. All renters and community groups that use PSUC have been informed of the building closure. 

They will hold their meetings and classes virtually if they wish. 

 

With the Omicron variant creating chaos for hospitals, schools, the police and fire department as 

well as churches, we ask that you do your part to stop the spread of this extremely transmissible 

virus.  Follow the fundamentals of masking, sanitizing, social distancing and reducing your in-

person contacts.  Please stay home if you are feeling ill, get your vaccinations and the booster if 

you are able.  And above all, be kind and look after one another.  

 

Blessings, 

Val Goodridge 
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OVERSIGHT COUNCIL  
 

 

Oversight Council Members 

Val Goodridge (Chair) 

Chris Urban (Vice-Chair) 

Rev. Susan McIlveen 

(Minister) 

 

Dennis Bitton 

Joycelyn Fournier-Gawryluk 

Marsha Jones 

Donna Little 

 

Heather MacMillan 

Marilyn McCorrister  

John McLeod 

Pat Rothney 

Linda Uhrich 

 

A few years ago a friend introduced me to the idea of “setting an intention” for the new year rather 

than making resolutions that I never kept.  This involved thinking about the year ahead and 

selecting a verb that would guide my actions through the year.  At the beginning of 2021, with 

months of COVID behind me and uncertainty ahead, I selected the verb, persevere - “to continue 

in a course of action even in the face of difficulty or with little or no indication of success”.  At the 

time I really didn’t know how appropriate this verb would be. 

 

2021 has been a very challenging year for everyone as the Public Health Orders changed rapidly 

and plans had to be altered as Prairie Spirit adapted in order to keep everyone safe.  Persevere, 

as it turned out, has been an intentional guide word not just for me but for all of us on the 

Oversight Council.  Through uncertain times we continued the work of the church on behalf of the 

Prairie Spirit Congregation.  Each one of the standing teams carried out their mandate admirably 

while still following the ever changing Public Health Orders.  I thank everyone for all their hard 

work. 

 

As we look ahead to 2022, we can see that COVID is not done with us, we will need to persevere 

for a while longer.  But the Oversight Council will continue to work on your behalf and make plans 

in the hope of better things to come.  Our Annual Meeting is tentatively scheduled for late March.  

The Nominating Team will soon begin making contacts with congregants to fill the vacant spots 

on our Oversight Council as well as on standing teams.  Now, more than ever, Prairie Spirit 

needs more people to be involved in leadership roles, both large and small.  Please think about 

your special gifts and see where you might lend a hand in the work of our church. 

 

In closing, on behalf of the Oversight Council, I wish you a safe and joy filled 2022.  May 

everyone at Prairie Spirit continue to persevere and be kind to one another as we face the 

ongoing challenges presented by this pandemic. 

- Val Goodridge 

 

"Year's end is neither an end nor a beginning but a going on, with all the wisdom that 

experience can instil in us." —  Hal Borland  
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SOCIAL JUSTICE TEAM 
 

 

Social Justice Team Members 

Linda Uhrich 

(Team Lead) 

Betty Rogers 

Val Goodridge 

Sharon Thom 

Marsha Jones 

Chris Urban 

Heather Friesen 

(Mission Enthusiast) 

 

MANY THANKS from THE PORTAGE AVE FOOD BANK for all the 

mitts, hats scarves etc that were on the Mitten Tree. We distributed 

them during the 2 Food Banks this month. 

Clients of the Food Bank were very appreciative of the gift.  The 

few items that remain will be offered again in Jan. as we know 

these things get lost from time to time. 

We also wish to acknowledge some of the anonymous 

knitting/crocheting ELVES in our midst. We received your 

creations, offer our thanks and distributed them to the Food Bank 

folks. 

 

We give a heartful THANK YOU to those who have donated many gently used or new warm 

clothes and boots for those who attend activities at 1 Just City. 

The need is still there as our winter with its cold weather continues for many months yet.  

Donations can be placed in the box inside the south door. This will be monitored regularly and 

donations taken to the St Matthews Maryland drop off. 

Many folks are warmer thanks to your generosity. 

 

WANTED…PLASTIC GROCERY BAGS FOR FOOD BANK. 

Please leave in bag in between south doors. 

Thanks 

The Portage Avenue Food Bank Co-Ordinators 
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WRAPPING UP CHRISTMAS GIVING 

 

Christmas is over and again it was very different than we are used to. But without fail, Prairie 

Spirit United has been very generous in giving to the ministries we support.  Below are the 

amounts sent to the various ministries and agencies.  PAR notations mean congregational 

offering for these ministries are given year round and they are forwarded in June and December. 

Money from Social Justice and Outreach came from the Plant Sale proceeds from last spring 

except for the donation to Agape Table which came from our budget.  

 

Harvest Manitoba- $270  PAR 

Agape Table -  $100 from Social Justice and Outreach , $50 donation  and $60 PAR 

1JustCity-Stars and Doves - $744 and $666 PAR 

St Matthews-Maryland Toy Store - $300 from Social Justice and Outreach and $485 in donations 

Christmas Cheer Board- $560   

In all $3340 was sent to these agencies and ministries.  

 

We will continue to accept donations for Just a Warm Sleep throughout January.  

 

Donations for Mission and Service were $29,519.96. That was $480.04 short of our goal of 

$30,000.  

 

Thank you for your generosity and care for community members less fortunate.  

Social Justice and Outreach Team 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
  

It’s Christmas Eve, and while we are safe and warm in our 

own homes, many are also searching the streets for 

someplace warm to sleep tonight.  
 

Even though it’s Christmas Eve, our staff and volunteers at 

Just A Warm Sleep are hard at work making sure people 

without a home have a safe, warm place to spend the night.   
 

Of course, none of our efforts would be possible without incredible donors like you. You help  

make a difference in the lives of Winnipeg’s most vulnerable. To give you an idea of just how 

much your efforts help those in need, we’ve written you a poem… 
 

‘Twas the night before Christmas on Pulford Street in the city,  

As JAWS volunteers make the space look pretty.  

The sleeping mats are placed around the room with care,  

In hopes that the guests would soon be there.  
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The volunteers imagine them all snug in their beds,  

As visions of sugar plums dance in their heads. 

JAWS keeps Stacey from harm and Alex from the street,  

So they can settle down for a safe night's sleep. 
  

When out in the street, there arose such a chatter,  

Volunteers sprang from their duties to see what was the matter.  

Away to the doorway, they flew in a flash,  

Opened the shutter, and threw up the sash.  
  

The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow,  

Gave the look of midday to the objects below.  

When what to their wondering eyes should appear,  

But a line up outside of their guests oh so dear.  
  

As JAWS opened their doors and the guests arrived,  

Volunteers knew that here, the guests would thrive.  

Soon they found their beds and started to chat,  

With all in the room from their warm, comfy mats: 
  

“There’s Alex and Stacey, 

And Stacey’s dog, Sven!” 
  

“We’re always so happy 

When you open again!” 
  

“But we’re so glad you’re here,  

‘Cause your space is so warm. 

Not to mention it keeps us all 

Safe from harm” 
  

The volunteers nodded and turned down the lights,  

As all of their guests settled in for the night. 

They are safe, they are warm, for one night without distress.  

“Happy Christmas to all and to all, a good rest!” 
 

When you donate to Just A Warm Sleep before December 31st, our former Executive Director, 

Tessa Blaikie Whitecloud, will match donations up to $3000.  

$25 means a warm sleep for one person. 

$275 covers security and supplies for a whole night.  

Many people in our city need your help to be safe this winter. Any gift you can make to Just a 

Warm Sleep will change lives. 

Your efforts will save a life this winter. And despite the cold – that’s heartwarming.  
 

Thank you for supporting Winnipeg's most vulnerable by making Just a Warm Sleep 

possible!  
 

Happy Holidays,  

The JAWS Team  
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WORSHIP TEAM 
 

 

Worship Team Members 

Thomas Ormonde 

Sharon McIntyre 

Pat Rothney 

 

Susan McIlveen 

Renate Rossol (Music Director) 

 

 

Remembrance Day Honour Roll 

  

The Worship Team at Prairie Spirit United Church is creating our own Honour Roll of those who 

served connected to the congregants of PSUC, to remember their sacrifice and wartime military 

service. 

 

The names will be read aloud and/or scroll on screen during our Remembrance Day Sunday 

services at PSUC. If you would like a name to be added to PSUC’s Honour Roll, please send the 

full name, branch of service, birth and death years and their rank if known, to the Church Office. 

 

Names received throughout the year will be added to the PSUC Honour Roll and included in each 

year’s service of remembrance. 

 

Thank you, 

Worship Team 


