
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seventy years is enough. End the Korean War. That’s the message of the recently launched global campaign called 
the Korea Peace Appeal (where you can sign the online petition). 
 

The goal of the appeal is to collect 100 million signatures for peace by 2023, the 70th anniversary of the armistice. The 
ultimate goal is peace. 
 

The Korean War began in 1950. While open clashes ceased 
in 1953 with the signing of an armistice, a peace treaty has 
not yet been established and the war is not over. For more 
than 70 years the Korean people have endured a constant 
state of hostility and war, which has solidified the division of 
the peninsula.  
 

For more than 30 years your gifts through Mission & Service 
have supported justice and peace work in Korea through the 
National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK). The NCCK 
supports women’s programs, human rights, and peace and 
reconciliation efforts. 
 

The NCCK has challenged The United Church of Canada to 
add 10,000 signatures to the Korea Peace Appeal by the summer of 2022. The request is urgent. Please join 
the Moderator (opens in a new tab) and others by adding your signature today. 
 

“The point of the campaign is to urge an end to the Korean War and establish a peace agreement,” says Patti Talbot, 
the United Church’s team lead for global partnership. “Sometimes it can be hard to know how to take action on large 
global issues. By adding our signature to this campaign, we can take a tangible step to help create a world free from 
nuclear weapons and nuclear threat and break the vicious cycle of the arms race.” 
Your support through Mission & Service actively supports peace-making in Korea. If you would like to take another 
step to help, please consider signing the petition. Add your name to those calling for peace. We are stronger together. 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 
 

 “Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen…” –Luke 25:4-5 

(KJV) 

“If you want to build a ship, don’t herd people together to collect wood and don’t assign 

them tasks and work, but rather teach them to long for the endless immensity of the sea.”  

--Antoine de Saint-Exupery 
 

There has been lots to do since the beginning of March. We had two major congregational 

consultations on March 13 and 27 in which we looked closely at how different our community of 

faith is now from what we thought it was on the day of amalgamation, October 1, 2018. Then, on 

April 3, we had our Annual Congregational Meeting to make some decisions for 2022 based on 

what we now know. 
 

If you missed those three meetings—as some 85% of our members did—and still want to 

participate, we hope you’ll reach out to the good people who’ve been elected to our Oversight 

Council and standing teams for 2022. You’ll find their names later in this newsletter. There will be 

another meeting before November 15 to make decisions about our building, staffing, expenses, 

and much more. It’s certain that 2023 won’t look like 2022, and you can help. 
 

Lately, I’ve been contrasting the current condition of the Christian church in Canada with the great 

cathedrals of Europe: the golden domes of Santa Maria in Trastevere in Rome, for example, 

completed around 340 CE; and, of course, the gorgeous Saint Sophia Cathedral in Kyiv, built in 

the 11th century. All built by hand, one stone at a time, by ordinary people just like us. They had 

caught a vision of the glory of God, the “endless immensity” of heaven-on-earth that is the reign of 

God, and wanted to give it form. 
 

Building a cathedral is not in our future at Prairie Spirit. But we, too, have a vision of the glory of 

God: a reign of justice, peace, love, and hope for all people and for all creation. The “endless 

immensity” of this vision begins with resurrection. The resurrection of Jesus Christ from death to 

new life. The resurrection of three congregations into one new community of faith. The resurrection 

of past dreams for meaningful ministry in the St. James neighbourhood…becoming what? 
 

What would justice look like for our neighbours? What would sow peace in our pocket of Winnipeg? 

How might the love that we’ve freely received through Christ become love that we give away, 

extravagantly, joyfully, right where we are? What might hope look like, not in some perfect future 

but today—still COVID-comprised, and newly aware of war, violence, racism, and the global need 

for safe refuge for so many? And how will we come alongside God who is already making heaven 

and earth new, one person at a time? 
 

I will be taking my much-needed vacation from May 2 to June 1, and look forward to hearing from 

you where resurrection will take us together in the months to come. As with building any great 

cathedral, building the kin-dom of God takes many hands and many hearts, yours most of all.  
 

Easter blessings to you all, 

Rev’d Susan McIlveen  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_in_Trastevere
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Sophia_Cathedral,_Kyiv
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OVERSIGHT COUNCIL  
 

 

Oversight Council Members 

Val Goodridge (Chair) 

Joycelyn Fournier-Gawryluk 

Rev. Susan McIlveen 

(Minister) 

Dennis Bitton 

Donna Little 

Heather MacMillan 

Marilyn McCorrister  

John McLeod 

Linda Uhrich 

 

Oversight Council News 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CONSULTATIONS 

Two Congregational Consultations were held in March. These meetings were planned in response 

to a draft budget which projects a $90,490 shortfall in 2022.  The Oversight Council believed that 

the congregation needed to be made aware of the shortfall, the reasons for it and have an 

opportunity to provide feedback on how we might move forward as a Community of Faith.  

 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting was held on April 3, 2022.  Fifty-eight people from the Community of Faith, 

including Reverend Susan McIlveen, were in attendance. 

 

The Nomination Slate for the Oversight Council and the Standing Teams was passed.  The 

resignations of Chris Urban and Gerry McAlpine as Trustees at PSUC were approved.  The 

nominations of John McLeod, Joycelyn Fournier-Gawryluk and Tom Carlyle as Trustees for 2022 

were also approved.  

 

The following action motions were passed: 

 

1. A proposal to create an ad hoc committee to review several options to deal with the financial 

shortfall in 2022.  The team will be composed of 2 Oversight Council members and 4 members of 

the Community of Faith.   

We are looking for 2 more volunteers to this committee. 

 

2. The Budget for 2022 with income of $176,755  expenses of $276,245 and a shortfall of 

$99,490.00 was approved. 

 

3. A motion came from the floor to create an ad hoc committee to investigate the feasibility of hiring 

a Community Outreach and Youth Worker. 
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4. A motion came from the floor to refer the motion to hire a Community Outreach and Youth Worker 

to the M&P Team. 

 

The Oversight Council thanks everyone for participating in the life and work of our church. 

 

 

Leadership Needs For 2022 

Chris Urban and Doris Orchyk worked diligently to fill all the openings on the Oversight Council, 

Standing Teams and Trustees.  We are very grateful for their work.  The full list of people serving 

in leadership positions is below. 

 

There are still several very important jobs left open. 

1. Vice Chair 

This position is integral to the sustainability of our church.  Without a succession plan our future is 

uncertain. 

2. Secretary 

An accurate account of Oversight Council meetings. 

3. Treasurer 

With the resignation of our Treasurer, Marilyn McCorrister, effective June 30, 2022, PSUC will need 

to seek a volunteer to become Treasurer.  The Treasurer must be a full member of PSUC.  A 

bookkeeper may also be needed depending on the Treasurer’s skill set.  

4. Standing Teams 

Most teams are full but Worship, Christian Education and Faith Formation as well as Stewardship 

and Sustainability are in need of more members. 

 

Please discern where your time and talents could be used to the benefit of our church.  

 

Val Goodridge 

Oversight Council Chairperson 
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Prairie Spirit Leadership 

Approved at the Annual Meeting on April 3, 2022 

 

Oversight Council  

Chairperson Val Goodridge 

Past Chairperson Joycelyn Fournier-Gawryluk 

Vice-Chairperson OPEN 

Secretary OPEN 

Treasurer OPEN 

Ministry & Personnel To be determined 

Regional Representatives Heather Friesen 

Trustee’s Representative John McLeod 

UCW Representative Donna Little 

  

  

Congregational Life  

Team Leader Heather MacMillan 

Christian Education  

Team Leader To be determined 

Donna Little Fran Ferguson  Doug McPherson 

Naomi McLeod Marj Evason  Gary Crouch 

Martha Smith Marianne Palmer   

Judy Restall Shirley Hill   

Sharon Fielding Gwenda Matieshin   

    

Finance Team 

Leader/Treasurer To be determined 

Ministry & Personnel 

Team Leader To be determined 

 Michael Hill  Shirley Codd 

 Carol Scott  Jeanie McAlpine 

 Fran Ferguson  Dennis Bitton 

    

Pastoral Care  

Team Leader To be determined 

Property 

Team Leader Dennis Bitton 

 Fred Birrell  Bob Bilesky 

 Clare Classon  Michael Hill 

 Jeanie McAlpine  Don Orchyk 

 Bryan Gawryluk  Randy Palmer 

 Judy Sawyer  Jim Poole 

   Chris Urban 

  Rental Liaison Judy Lawrence 
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Social Justice  

Team Leader Linda Uhrich 

Stewardship & 

Sustainability 

Team Leader To be determined 

 Val Goodridge  Marg Devries 

 Marsha Jones   

 Sharon Thom   

 Chris Urban   

 Heather Friesen   

 Betty Rogers   

    

Worship  

Team Leader To be determined 

Regional 

Representatives Heather Friesen 

 Thomas Ormonde   

 Pat Rothney   

 Judy Restall   

    

Trustees  

Team Leader John McLeod 

Nominating 

Team Leader 

OC Vice 

Chairperson 

 

Joycelyn Fournier-

Gawryluk   

 Tom Carlyle   

 


