
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Update – Friday 11 June 2021 

Worship Service –Sunday 13 June 2021 
 

Join us for Sunday Service virtually: 
 

June 13 – Pentecost 3 – Rev. Paul Duval will lead us in worship. 

     Mike Hill is our scripture reader. 
 

June 20 – Pentecost 4 – Rev. Deborah Vitt will lead us in worship. 
 

All services available via YouTube. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Our thoughts and prayers are with the friends and family of the Afzaal family who were 

attacked on June 6th. The United Church of Canada strongly condemns the horrific hate-filled 

attack that killed three generations of a Muslim family in London, Ontario on Sunday, June 6. 

Please read and share this letter, and consider what acts of solidarity and care you can offer 

our Muslim kin. We pray for peace among all peoples; God, hear our prayer. 

 

 Our thoughts and prayers are with all Indigenous Communities as June is Indigenous 

History Month and Day of Prayer. This year the Indigenous Day of Prayer falls on Sunday, 

June 20. 

 

 Our thoughts and prayers continue to be with all who are impacted in many ways by our 

ongoing journey with the pandemic. Please encourage family, friends and community 

members to adhere to the Public Health Orders and get vaccinated as soon as they are 

eligible. 

 

  

Here’s what’s up at Prairie Spirit 

Prairie Spirit United Church 

207 Thompson Drive, Winnipeg, MB   R3J 3E2 
Phone:  204-832-1000    Email:  office@prairiespirituc.org 

https://mnwo.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=049b24868af3bed6464e05592&id=3f7e16d83b&e=ec19e34923
https://mnwo.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=049b24868af3bed6464e05592&id=3f7e16d83b&e=ec19e34923
https://mnwo.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=049b24868af3bed6464e05592&id=ec36f4f348&e=ec19e34923


Follow-up 

Prairie Spirit United Church 

Community of Faith Meeting 

Sunday, June 6, 2021 
 

A virtual Community of Faith meeting was held on Sunday, June 6, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. via Zoom.  

There was a terrific response from the congregation with 54 people joining the meeting either on 

line or by phone.  The purpose of this meeting was to have the Search Team present Susan 

McIlveen for the position of full time minister at Prairie Spirit United Church.  

 

Shaun Cross introduced Susan and answered questions related to her educational background 

and experience.  The Search Team motions were moved, discussed and voted upon.  They were 

all carried unanimously. 

 

The necessary documents have been forwarded to the Pastoral Relations Commission (PRC) to 

be discussed and hopefully approved at their June meeting.    

 

It is the hope of the Oversight Council and the Search Team that the PRC will approve the 

Appointment/Call of Susan McIlveen as a full time minister to Prairie Spirit United Church effective 

July 1, 2021.   

 

Val Goodridge 

Oversight Council Chair 

 

  



It’s Time to Celebrate Ministry at PSUC! 
 

We have been blessed to have had the Ministry Leadership of Rev. Ken DeLisle, Rev. Paul DuVal, 

and Rev. Deborah Vitt since becoming Prairie Spirit United Church (PSUC) October 1st, 2018. Ken 

led the hard work of examining, exploring and determining our vision, mission and values to carry 

us forward and define our Ministry. Paul was/is our rock, providing grounded leadership in pastoral 

care, administration, worship and Bible study. Deborah has been our spirit of change and 

challenge in the past four plus months as we explored mission, supporting our greater community, 

and experienced moving worship and visual depictions of our message during worship.  

 

All this was accomplished while enduring the last 16 months of a Global Pandemic and pivoting 

our congregational presence to online services, with Zoom meetings, Bible study, Happy Gang, 

and ‘Let’s Talk Books.’  

 

All this work has led us to the joyous Call of a full time Minister, Rev. Susan McIlveen,  for PSUC 

starting July 1st, 2021.  

 

Sadly that means acknowledging that our relationship with Ken ended 30-Jun-20, and will end with 

Deborah 30-Jun-21, and Paul 31-Aug-21. 

 

You are invited to join a Zoom after Worship Celebration of Ministry time on 

 Sunday June 27, 2021 at 11:30  

 

 Bring cake and coffee 

 

 There will be a few speakers from PSUC to briefly share our gratitude with time for the  

Minister’s to respond. Then its chat time when others can share their thoughts and wishes. 

 

Mark your Calendars and Plan to be there: Sunday June 27, 2021 at 11:30! 

 

Zoom link will be sent in the June 25th Weekly Update. 

  



 

Worship Team invites questions from you about worship 

practices.  Send your questions to the church office by phone 

or email.  One question per week will be responded to by the 

Ministry and or Worship Team.  Once your response is given, 

if you have further questions, feel free to probe for 

understanding.  You will receive a response from someone on 

the Worship Team.  Let us learn together! 

 

Our sixteenth question: 

What is the background rationale for the regular order of 

events in weekly worship? 

 

We are the inheritors of many patterns for worship. 

 

In traditional Roman Catholic liturgy, the mass or communion was the high point, and hence close 

to the end.  Anglican, Lutheran, and Methodist, liturgy frequently did not celebrate communion, so 

prayers of the people ended the service.  In my own Presbyterian background, the preaching was 

pre-eminent and so often the service ended with the sermon. 

 

Today most United Churches, and many churches generally follow a threefold movement of 

worship.  

 

1. The Gathering, with welcome, call to worship, sometimes (though not always) a prayer of 

approach and confession, and an upbeat hymn of praise.  

 

2. The Word, including scripture, sometimes a prayer for understanding, a hymn related to the 

message, and a sermon or reflection. 

 

3. The Response, this will include our offering of tithes and commitment, prayers of the 

people, communion, if celebrated, and a sending forth to be the church in the community. 

 

Of course, there is room for variation, as the liturgy in the United Church is not prescribed as it 

would have been in the Missal (Roman Catholic) or a Prayerbook (Anglican).  The Worship 

Committee has the responsibility to determine the order of service and set the guidelines for each 

congregation.  

 

  



Worship Team Resource List for those who wish to learn more about the 

History of the Indigenous Experience in Canada 
 

 The Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the United Church of Canada 

https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/reconciliation-and-indigenous-

justice/truth-and-reconciliation 

 

 Executive Summary:  

o Honouring the Truth, Reconciling for the Future: Summary of the Final Report of the 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 

https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/Executive_Summary_English_Web.pdf 

 

 The Truth and Reconciliation Calls to Action 

https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf  

 

 United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-

content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf  

 

 Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada: Calls to ActionUnited Nations Declaration 

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples   A resource for churches 

https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/trc-calls-action-undrip.pdf  

 

 

An Exceptional and Accessible, free University of Alberta Course on the History of Canada from 

the Indigenous perspective.      

Highly recommended – Pat Rothney 

This course sets the stage for understanding the above documents and the messages they 

contain. 

 

https://www.coursera.org/learn/indigenous-canada 

  

https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/reconciliation-and-indigenous-justice/truth-and-reconciliation
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https://www.coursera.org/learn/indigenous-canada


  



 

 

 

 

 

GOOD GRIEF! HELPING PEOPLE GRIEVE WELL 

 

“Languishing.” That’s the latest popular word to describe how many of us feel as the pandemic 

rolls on. COVID-19 has amplified our losses and disrupted how we grieve. Blessedly, many 

organizations that your Mission & Service gifts sustain provide life-saving help. Here’s one 

story  about how your support helps people live well through grief and loss. 

 

 
[Photo credit: ORA] 

 

 

Please submit Weekly Updates to the office by Wed.  

Deadline for July’s Newsletter is June 30th. 

 

If you would like to register for our Member Only area of the PSUC website, please email the office 

with your name and email address.  

In the Member Only section you will have access to past Annual Reports, Governance Structure, 

Ministry Profile, Oversight and Executive Minutes, Newsletters and Weekly Updates. 

 
 

PSUC Office Hours are Tues-Fri 10am-2pm 
 

How to Reach us by email: 
 

Rev. Paul DuVal     pduval@prairiespirituc.org 

Rev. Deborah Vitt     dvitt@prairiespirituc.org 

Sherri in the Office      office@prairiespirituc.org 

Stories of Our Mission 
 

https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=8d5c065ab1&e=591695ddaa
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=8d5c065ab1&e=591695ddaa
mailto:pduval@prairiespirituc.org
mailto:dvitt@prairiespirituc.org
mailto:office@prairiespirituc.org
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=f67e348102&e=591695ddaa

