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Ways to Get Involved at Prairie Spirit 

Prairie Spirit United Church 
207 Thompson Drive Winnipeg, MB R3J 3E2  

PrairieSpiritUC@shaw.ca • 204-832-1000 

Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday • 9 am - 2 pm 

prairiespirituc.org 

instagram.com/ 

PrairieSpiritUC 

facebook.com/ 

PrairieSpiritUC 

twitter.com/ 

PrairieSpiritUC 

Worship Online - Pride Sunday (June 7) 
We are looking for people to participate by reading a part of the  
service while wearing a bright coloured shirt and/or recording a short 
video about someone they know in the LGBTQIA+ community and 
why they are proud of that person.  

Moderators for Online Coffee Time 
On Sundays at 11 am (after our online worship service) we have an 
Online Coffee Time using Jitsi Meet. We are looking for moderators 
to help with the flow of discussion each week.  

Submissions of Daily Reflections 
Rev. Ken DeLisle has been writing Daily Reflections that are posted 
on our website. After June 30, we would like to have people keep 
this up by providing a short written reflection on a verse or story in 
the Bible or on their own faith journey. 

Join Our Facebook Community 
Join our private Facebook group and participate by posting stories 
and photos including what you’re doing, trying, and appreciating. 
Join at: facebook.com/groups/PrairieSpiritUC/ 

Participate in Our 5-Week Bible Study 
Join us Thursdays from 11 am - 12:15 pm from May 21 - June 18.  

Telephone Tree 
We have initiated a telephone tree system to be in contact with one 
another for communication, support, and care. We need volunteers 
who are willing to call 6 – 10 other people from within our community 
of faith each week or two to keep in touch. 

For more information, contact the church office.    



 

Changes as we move into the Summer Months 
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COVID-19 has had an effect on many things that were to be happening over the past few months and into the 
future. Planning is made difficult because we are not yet sure as to what the future will bring regarding the  
virus. With information from the Manitoba Government and the United Church of Canada, the Oversight 
Council has decided to postpone in-person worship services for the month of June and likely into the summer 
months. Most important in this decision making is that we are acting in the best interest of the health of those 
in our community of faith.   

As you are already aware, July 2020 was to be the beginning of a new pastoral relationship. COVID-19 has 
impacted on that process as well and so as an interim measure we are pleased to advise you that Reverend 
Paul DuVal will be continuing to serve Prairie Spirit on a half time basis. The Search Team continues to work 
on determining how the other half time position will be filled. Reverend Ken DeLisle has been serving as an 
Interim Transition Minister and the mandate of his role comes to an end at the end of June. United Church 
Policy makes it impossible to extend his time with us. We thank Ken for his service to Prairie Spirit over the 
past two years as we have transitioned into our new entity. Unfortunately, we will need to wait until a later 
time to thank him for his ministry with us. 

The Ministry and Personnel Team is also working on lay staff positions since as per the Transition Team  
recommendation, these contracts are to terminate on June 30, 2020. Given the uncertainty that the virus  
presents, there will likely be some changes made as to how we proceed with lay staff over the next 6 months.  
When positions are posted, staff who are presently in the positions, will be able to apply.   

I trust that this newsletter finds you doing well and that you are sensing a light at the end of the tunnel with the 
better weather that we are experiencing and the easing of restrictions regarding COVID-19. 

Stay healthy and safe, 

Joycelyn Fournier-Gawryluk, 
Chairperson, Oversight Council 

 

Updates 
Update from the Search Team 
The Search Team continues to meet weekly, via video conferencing, to fulfill our task of finding a permanent 
minister for our faith community. We are encouraged by what we have seen and heard as we extensively  
research and discuss potential candidates. 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic has created challenges for both the Search Team and the ministers we are  
contacting. Our original timetable to call a minister by July 1, 2020 will not be met. 
 

While these times feel uncertain, our Search Team is optimistic. We are committed to finding a new, dynamic 
faith leader who will help us to thrive, together.  
 

Update from the Congregational Life Team 
The remainder of the baking for after-church Coffee Time has been donated to St. Matthews-Maryland and 
West Broadway Community Ministry. Both of these inner city ministries are providing bagged lunches each 
day for walk-ins. Hoping our donation will help "sweeten" things up a bit.  
 

The Happy Gang (formerly Together Time) 
There will not be a gathering on Thursday, June 11 nor during the months of July and August. However, we 
look forward to seeing everyone, hopefully in September, if possible, and the date then would be Thursday, 
September 10. 
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PSUC Gardens 
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The Property Team is looking for people who are interested in freshening up the gardens at Prairie Spirit. 
There are two projects that need our attention. 
 
Our Memorial Garden in the northeast corner recently had a diseased Schubert choke cherry removed and 
now needs spring planning. A small group of gardeners are needed to both plant and maintain this garden 
throughout the season.   
 
The front (Thompson Drive side) had overgrown trees and shrubs removed last fall. The job will be completed 
this spring; roots removed, soil remediated and the area made ready for new plantings. Plans are to make 
this space more attractive and welcoming!  We need suggestions as to what we want in the area: few shrubs/
trees Some prairie plants? Space for an annual Christmas creche? A patio? 
 
If you're interested in joining the group and have gardening experience, even if you can no longer help  
physically, please contact PrairieSpiritUC@shaw.ca or call 204-832-1000. To leave a voice message, please 
press 1.  

 

Urban Retreats Virtual Garden Tour 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, St. Matthews-Maryland Community Ministry will not be able to host their  
annual Garden Tour fundraiser. Volunteers have helped to create a Virtual Garden Tour for 2020. 
 
Every year, the Urban Retreats Garden Tour raises significant funds, $19,000 in 2019, that support  
vulnerable families in the West End of Winnipeg. Cancelling the Garden Tour will reduce funds to help those 
in need. St. Matthews-Maryland Community Ministry invites you to their Virtual Garden Tour and is asking you 
to help meet the increased need in the community by buying a "Virtual Ticket". 
 
To take part in the Virtual Garden Tour and to purchase a Virtual Garden Tour ticket, visit  
1justcity.ca/gardentour 

 

Annual Plant Sale 
The Social Justice Team is very thankful for your generous support of this year’s plant sale that raised $1461. 
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Support Your Favourite Charity 

Although we are unable to worship at the church, our expenses are continuing. Your continued financial  
support is welcome, needed, and encouraged. There are a number of ways in which you can continue to  
contribute financially to Prairie Spirit.  
● Donations can be dropped off at the church mailbox or mailed in. 
● If you'd like to go on PAR, the form can be found at: 
https://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/resources/par-brochure.pdf 
Please complete this form and mail it along with a voided cheque to Prairie Spirit United Church. 
If you'd like to change your PAR givings, please email PrairieSpiritUC@shaw.ca. 
● You can make a donation to Prairie Spirit online through CanadaHelps.  
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/prairie-spirit-united-church/ 
(For step-by-step instructions on how to donate through CanadaHelps, visit our website:  
https://prairiespirituc.org/giving/) 
● You can also send an e-transfer to PrairieSpiritUC@shaw.ca. You will need to create a security question. In 
the message box, please indicate which fund(s) you’d like your contribution allocated to. 

 

Ways to Continue Giving 

As many of you are aware, seniors in Manitoba 65 years of age and older are in the process of receiving a 
COVID-19 payment of $200 in the mail. Also federally, seniors who qualify for Old Age Security (OAS) will be 
eligible for a one-time, tax-free payment of $300, and those eligible for the Guaranteed Income Supplement 
(GIS) will get an extra $200. A reminder for some, a surprise for others, that a charitable donation is tax  
deductible and in Manitoba a donation is worth up to (29% + 17.4%) 46.4%! A $200 donation, for instance, is 
worth up to $92.80 back on your taxes - almost half!  A good use of that 'free' money. 
 
Many charities are struggling to keep up with the increased demands. We would like to ask people that if you 
are one of the fortunate and do not have an immediate need for the extra money from the provincial and  
federal governments, that this money be given to your favourite charities so that those who are less fortunate 
can benefit.   
  
The charities that PSUC currently sends donations to include: 
● Mission & Service (M&S) 
          ● World Development 
● 1JustCity 
          ● St. Matthews-Maryland Community Ministry 
          ● Oak Table 
          ● West Broadway Community Ministry 
          ● Just a Warm Sleep 
● Agape Table 
● Winnipeg Harvest 
● Portage Avenue Food Bank – a program run out of Prairie Spirit – a satellite of Winnipeg Harvest 
● Siloam Mission 
● C.O.O.L. – Communities Offering Others Life – a project of the Canadian Food Grains Bank 
● Christmas Cheer Board   
 
Any money donated through the church will be added to a person’s 2020 income tax receipt. 
 
Money can be donated through e-transfers, CanadaHelps, envelopes, cheques or cash. There are excellent 
details on the website about the various methods of payment. prairiespirituc.org/giving 


